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nomic change. And I think it’s important that
we make these commitments over the long run
and that we keep the doors of communication
open, and that’s exactly what we intend to do.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 24th news conference
began at 2:09 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House.

Exchange With Reporters on Cuba
August 30, 1993

Q. Mr. President, are there any conditions
that would be met that you would be able to
end the U.S. embargo on Cuba?

The President. We’ve had the press con-
ference. [Laughter]

I support the Torricelli bill, as you know. I
did when it was passed, and I still do. But
I said before, I could just reiterate what I said
again: We all hope that there will come a time

when democracy and an open economy will
come to Cuba. And it will be a cause of enor-
mous celebration in this country when it hap-
pens.

NOTE: The exchange began at 2:36 p.m. in the
Blue Room at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a Meeting With the Joint Chiefs of Staff
August 30, 1993

Defense Review

Q. Is this a crisis meeting, Mr. President?
The President. I hope not. [Laughter] The

Secretary of Defense and the Joint Chiefs say
it’s a meeting to discuss their review of the
defense needs of the country and how we’re
going——

Somalia
Q. Was the Somalia raid bungled?
The President. I don’t think I would charac-

terize it in that way.

NOTE: The exchange began at 4:16 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
exchange.

Remarks at the Summer of Service Forum in College Park, Maryland
August 31, 1993

The President. You know, I really love Senator
Mikulski, if she just weren’t so laid back and
passive and soft-spoken, you might figure out
what’s on her mind. [Laughter] She was terrific.

I’d like to begin by introducing some other
people who are here, and I hate to do this
always because I know I’m going to miss some-
one that I should introduce. But I want to begin
anyway by introducing the distinguished Gov-

ernor of Maryland, Governor Don Schaefer, one
of my former colleagues when I was a Governor;
one of the most important leaders in the House
of Representatives, Congressman Steny Hoyer
from Maryland. I want to introduce a man who
came all the way from his State of Connecticut
to be here with us today, the first Republican
sponsor we had for the national service legisla-
tion, Representative Chris Shays from Connecti-
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